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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

April 13, 2017                                                                  7:00 PM 

 

THE SERVICE OF TENEBRAE 

(Tenebrae is a word that means “Shadows,” and through our readings 

and music we walk with Jesus through the shadows to the cross.) 

 

PRELUDE 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love 

one another.” 
 

People: We come to receive from Jesus the bread of life and the 

cup of blessing; 
 

Leader: We come to receive the challenge of this new commandment: 

‘Love one another’. 
 

People: We come to travel with Jesus the way of the Cross, that 

we might remember the cost and the promise of being a 

disciple. 
 

*OPENING HYMN # 195  

 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER 

God of freedom and love, we gather to give thanks to You for Your 

mercy and love as shown to us in Jesus.  Tonight, we remember that 

You are our friend, and we pray for the courage to walk with You all 

the way, even to the cross.  Majesty, power, glory and praise are 

Yours, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

LESSON ONE: Mark 14: 17-21 Judy Ellis 

LESSON TWO: Mark 14: 26-31 Doug Wales 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Love One Another” Lloyd Larson 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 



PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP (We will set up two stations 

downstairs and one in the balcony, and invite you to come forward to 

receive the bread and then to dip it in the cup.  If you are unable to come 

forward, please raise your hand and we will come serve you.) 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
LESSON THREE Mark 14:32-36 Art Sharkey 

LESSON FOUR Mark 14:37-42 Nancy Cook 

 
MEDITATION  Rev. Bob Brown 

 
LESSON FIVE Mark 14:43-50 Joan Truesdell 

LESSON SIX Mark 14:53-72 Roland Regnier 

 
HYMN #210 “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended”  
  HERZLIEBSTER JESU 
 

LESSON SEVEN Mark 15:6-15 Clif Newton 

LESSON EIGHT Mark 14:16-20 Pam Faustine 

 
THE DARKNESS 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM   “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (#202) 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE 
 

(Please depart in silence) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE VIGIL OF MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 

 The observance of Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday is one of 

the most ancient of Christian customs in remembrance of the Last Supper 

which was observed by Christ and his disciples on the evening before his 

crucifixion. The word "Maundy" is derived from the Latin "mandatum" 

or "commandment" and has reference to the gospel of John when Jesus 

gave the 'new’ commandment:  "Love one another, as I have loved you." 

 

 Tenebrae is the Latin term for "shadows." The office of Tenebrae 

originated in the fourth century. It offers the most appropriate conclusion 

to the annual observance of the Lord's Last Supper because in it is 

recounted the events which took place on the last Thursday evening and 

Friday morning of Jesus' earthly life. 

  

The Deacons' reading of the Gospel narrative, interspersed with hymns is 

accompanied by the gradual extinguishing of the candles and all lights in 

the sanctuary. The encroaching darkness symbolizes Christ's approaching 

death and his descent into the tomb. After the extinguishing of the Christ 

candle, and the veiling of the cross, the church is left in absolute 

darkness. There follows a silent recessional from the sanctuary. The 

congregation is asked to follow the pastors and deacons out into the night 

led by the Christ candle, relit in recognition of Christ's eternal presence. 

This silent procession has always, for the church, represented the 

departure of Christ and his disciples from the upper room and their going 

out to Gethsemane. 

  

Immediately after this service, the early church stripped its altars and 

shrouded the chancel cross with a black veil. No sacraments or services 

were offered until after the resurrection on Easter morn. Christ is, for the 

next two days, dead to the church, and we, in turn, acknowledge our 

temporary impoverishment by accepting his suffering, his death, and his 

tomb, as our own. 

 


